Introduction to Oceans
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· Temperature: Below 1000m there is a uniform average of 2°C
· Salinity: 35 parts per thousand (ppt)
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The Oceans
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arth's oceans are thousands of Klometers wide. To show the width
the ocean floor n this lustration, the vertical and horizontal
scalesare ot the same. The vertical scale, showing depth, has been
stretched. The horizontal scale, showing distances, has been squeezed.

Continentolshef Contnntal skpe.

loor erupt they can create
mountains 50 high tha theie
ek break the surfaceof the
‘ocean.Asthe lavacoolsand
hardens, an sand forms.

Mid Ocean Ridge
The mid-ocean rdge consists
of many peaks slong both
e of acentalvalley Ths
uain of undersea mountains
runs ll aron the workd.

Continental slope
Asteadyincine marksthe
continental lope. Continental
sopes n the Pacilc Ocean are
staaper than those n the
Alantc Ocean. Noe:Becuse the
vrtcalscols exagoeratd,the.
contiental sope i this Tustration
appears stcpesthan it el s

Continental shelf
This gradual sloping area
borders aach continn. 15
widih varis from ust v
ilometers to 4 much as
1,300 iometers from shore.





